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i . record of a route 20,25 miles | N, out of
W T Wisconsin,  The mail  handled averages
£ ' 4 month, The carrier spends three hours

nunute m the office and two hours and six
T o the road, tn.x'm:n.: hve I'Iu!lt\ and seven
: devoted datly to his jobi  He receives a
{ s1.800, or $30 a year more than the carrier

vy Phoenix who handles nearly twice as much
U devotes nearly twice as much time to the
Crdlir But both of the two routes are way above
L erape and if all the margins were no worse there

'.."l_= arobably be no ground for complame, But the
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Nnot excessive
‘Iu] I(-\\" even

tantamount

M a great many cases it is yet entirely
mggardly. Though it involves what is
to a --11[»‘-1-]_\’ of. $70000000 on R F. D

mail service, the expenditure is entirely justified, per se,

by the lunrlr'!s to all the country from the ut'lu'fHT
distribution  of information the K. F. D.'s make
possible

It is not on the maintenance of the R. F. D sys
tem, whatever the monetary cost to taxpayers who d
not use 1t, that gives cause for complaint; it 1s the

fact that the benefits and savings that the expenditure
makes possible are realized upon to only an inexcus
ably small extent. :

, Fhis is due, say Post Office Department experts, to
the faulty way by which the expenditure is distributed
And the faulty way, say attributable the
Y.'f"-.Ir!t'f'. MS HNPOS d by thi I--r~$.ti SCTVICH
i regard to example

the vV, 1% to
ONEress on
: wditure, For

“You need not worry about motor routes interfering
with vour services,” a | said in a circular
letter to the R. F. D, carriers in his district during a
political campaign a few years ago,

the exper

ONngressman

I-h{' im;mrt ot his statement 1s f‘-.g:::;! iﬂ 1}1(- cOn-
gressional restriction on the establishment of rural

routes on which the use of motor cars may be required

While the Post Ofice Department may establish
an old styvle horse-draw route on 11§ own motion
anywhere, it cannot set up a motor route without the
consent of a majority of the patrons to be served.
Tl‘.il.t sounds very democratic, but there 1s a subtle
joker in the restriction, which is solely to impede
progress wherever it may interfere with the interests

of mdividuals,

Naturally the development of roads and the in
crease of population necessary to make a
route practicable take place in territory already served
h) th(' l'!d \1}].!‘ R i‘- [) routes I-! 18 ¢;1"‘\' t-.‘r a
carrier who can use a motor {or ten months or more
of the year to it territory and
]-;;urnn- as the one a horse-drawn ve
icle.

motor rural
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epends on
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who d

sCrhve

The maximum length of a horse-drawn route is

distributed thereon 53769 pieces of mail, only 170
pieces of parcel post mail were delivered on and not a

single piece was taken up for shipment from the
route. Yet the route runs through a rich, producing
secthion contiguous to h.j.l'ﬁ-fl‘- City, where ”HH are a

half-million consumers taxed heavily for the excessive
cost of distributing food, some of which they could
get from the nearly 3,000 producers on the rural route
11 question as ea iy as a letter mav pa hetween them
Realizing the possibilities of those 3,000 producers
dealing, via the mails, directly with Kansas City cor
sumers, thi }'-‘-' t Mhie l}e:;;li':a.r" tWICH ":'=-’-'--_'"i the
source of the route from the suburb of Mt Washing
ton to a sub-station of the Kans City Post Offi

of ditference between the business handled
: mpensation given for the operation of those
e 1s insignificant as compared with others
e of Mt Washington, Missouri, there is operated
24ts miles long, on which the carrier
' 53,769 pieces of mail, on the average,
( th, or 2,068 pieces during each working day
- r works from 5 a. m, until 5 p. m, and is
a Ycar
aco the department learned of a route,
a town in Georgia, that the carrier cos
One ‘i?'fl a }!.IITI I'""'-1’~ i '}.l\ Iit wias
‘ L vear In that and other like cases the
d does what 1t can to mcrease the work of
.II by €1 'H.’I!‘I;,' his route,
nder the restrictions governing the opera-
" the R. F. . Il‘.-t'.I*-, the routes cannot ;;I\\';[)‘-\
N | so as to place the work upon them on
: ¢ par with other routes that pay no more
and involve much more work
. the route out ot Mt Washington, Mis
tl followmng ones, taken at random. from
based on business done during the month
¢
. t of Brinson, Missouri: 2,598 pieces of
1 month; carmer devotes an average of
nd nine minutes to the work: covers
aed s pard $1,728 a year,
t of Sadieville, Kentucky :
matl handled a month:
five hours and nine
fav to duty of attending
2584 miles and 1s paid
res of cases hike them
°}, twi Cas afrfee 1In
extreme But they come
ng the averace R F. D,
the ones out of Phoenix,
ward, Wisconsin, or Mt.
Missourn
g else being l"{'!;tl_ which
you rather serve—one
ke all vour working time,
t would allow one-half or
day to attend some private
on which wotild
\ tly vehicle or one that
d from a motorcycle?
obvious.
with an easily handled
be a fool if he built up
to the point wherchy n
¢ so eastly handled; for in
ler the present system, his pay i1s the
wipment regquirements  usually cause his
' cchine as busmess grows,
e 1s no meentive for a carrier building
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uite the contrary
work, and bweger
v equipment and its
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ut through extending the

v possibility of extra al
added burden.

would add

14 115§ "'lt
th imvolving

that
for with 1t bulk and

CArrier 1s

P ¢ factors. ['hus while it 1s to th
carrier to hold all business down to
! imum compatible with the existence ot

advantage to prevent
Invariably,
matl, a large

(-:'.-L‘.I:_\ to his
nt of parcel post busmness.

with other classes of

15K
cel post matter means more substantial
b the average carrier feels that he
I on to provide.
1 if anv other class of government
: wicld as much political influence and
R. F. D. carriers, by reason of their
possess,  Invartably, they are first

e to their work, accommodating to

nd in every way personally hkable

datly and ingratiating contact with a

of people who are out of mmtimate con-
J oaffairs.  Acting concertedly, as they

are well organized, they can give

or Senator more trouble than he may

ther group of constituents.  Influenced
i circumstances, if nothing more, the
of Congress is very attentive to the

ral carriers among his constituents,
; . my continuance m Congress m to
‘ ' n | give to matters having to do with
especially those having to do with the

Tt

th s ' the carriers and small postmasters, than
a Her feature of my work in Washington,” saud
Cie nan to the writer only recently.”
b 1 nal tenderness for R. F. DD, carriers is
ey How they have fared in the matter of salary
fret oo al g with the establishment of the
Al "\ nent routes, the base pay, in 1597, was {300
dozen ©1hat time not more than three out ot a
of . “resses have failed to add to the salaries
; 2 now recetve a base pay ot S1.800 a
L0 other class of government emplofe has had
':-;\n-..'..L\ such treatment in the way of salary
Quring +n and at none of the varying rates allowed
h;.—[ H:\‘ I.i.lr tweny-three years has the department
R F D “_:,_' wulty in getting capable carriers tor the
[.tt 1n b ~.l'.|L hi-\\t'\.'rt that the pay on the w hole is

(C) u. & v

Above This postal truck for atime connected Maryland farms,
far from rai roads, with the consuming public of Washington, D,
G I he mivil development thus brgun has been practically
sbandoned, but not because the experiment was a fuilure.

Ihis ma'l truck shows how the postal service can utilize
of foodstuffs  but

Below
the motor car i facilitating distribution
comparatively few are so wvsed,

The minimum length of a
The department, for
means obvious,
length between

36 miles,
.;” miles,

no

fixed by law at
motor rural route 18
some congressional reason by
not set up any kind of route of a
and 50 miles. The establishment of a S)-mile or
motor route generally means the consolidation of two
horse-drawn rottes into one or three into two. Hence
comebody  invartably loses a job.  There vy are
that's the joker in the seemingly good old-tashioned
democratic requirement that no patron of the R. F. D
mails shall be forced, against his wishes, to get his
mail from a motor car instead of a buggy, light wagon,
or a horse's back. It 1s a sorry man who as carrier
can't get the majority of his patrons to withhold their
names from a petition that may mean the loss of his job,
Hence, though this is the age of motorization and
the horse i1s disappearing even from the fields (see
United States Census reports now being issued) the
use of motor cars is required by the government on
. mail in

can
’
36

maore

"

only 840 out of 43470 R. F routes now
operation, And the number hasn't increased for sey
eral vears,

For vears the Post Office Department has urged
(’un;.:rc-; to permit the tundamentals of the entire SYs-
tem to be changed. What it has asked is that a ’I‘l'l!
sum, as at present, be appropriated for the support of
the rural mails and that its distribution be left in large
yart to the department. Instead of a mli!“urm's-.tlnr_\
Lt'::!u fixed for carriers, regardless of therr ditficulties
and the service each may render, Congress has been
urged to fix a minimum wage below which no salary
can wo, and then to let further compensation be based
on mileage covered, the equipment used and the busi-
ness handled. Such an arrangement would make for
the steady growth of the rural mails.

Take the Mt. Washington, Missouri route, hereto-
fore referred to, During the month that there was

'he change involved a shift of onl fo

But the carrier evidentls didn’t want to live
Kansas City, and the pe ister at Mt Washingtor
whose income probably was red d b s¢ of th
loss I‘T’ .:}:P TJ' siness that ar 1ISCe O the rout |!:a!:yl'_ like
'.}1.' ‘hi:' }l'T t (N i n i & ! "B | W W

1
kicked up that the department was forced 1o restore
the status ol Tl' f 11 ’I;J fn l¢ .'" Ty + vy
f\!'l'f.'l:.' }1.: Ir_"i up the carrier and thi 1 $Tima st

With the route running from Kansas Citv. 2 pat
might ship a 50-pound case of eggs directly to a Kas
City consumer at a cost 29 cents. When the rout
originated from Mt Washington the chare the
same shipment was 54 cents Like differences pre
vailed on other parcel post matter pa ¢ between
patrons ot the route and Kansas City, But the patron
were not ntere o.'! T that. Fye 11144 ' ! ' i
customed to making virtually no use of the narcel post

. S b
privilege And from the hgures it mav Be assum
they had never been er raged t ¢ '
when the carrier and postmaster | ; .
the patrons were ready to back them nrobat
personal reasons alone

ha natrane 'S | Pt L 1
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totals $£51,502 351 | < [).'s
it is estimated, periorm only one-fourth of t SErV]

-—} .i the harndliror v ¢! oy . i -y . ol
attached to the nandimg ot that mail ., w ¢ans i
the patrons of the rural mails pay roximately $12
500,000 of the 326.8(0,006) spent on delivering mail t
their door. The rest 1s borne by
mails and the taxpavers generally, Hence the average

- v I 1 1 1 1 b |
L ongressman with a district sers 1 by K. | L), routes

imnierested largely i gelling ]
of the appropriat wl b t ana § 7
ner  cent sithsiidy 14 1 S 1oL, 1 rathe
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And to that 1OUS t may rae irt be
attributed the failure of the parcel post as a co
1

ventence and a saving to the millions ot producers r

: irom buving ot i5ser s rbate 1575 E
note irom buvimng I SCHINE Marhetl (1] i i
tice it 1s of one item of help to the farmer, the par
post 1s ot a thousand 1items ot hi P 1o big | ss W
didn't need 1t. In fact, the figures would indicate that
Ow nd city people are the o wi ¢l 1 use ti
town and vV peo]

1 1

].;1:';{‘] st in dealing with the big 1 n St

What might be done with a soundly oreanized at
directed R. F. D. mails service, i1s shown by what ha
been accomplished during recent years tl gh ex
periments in branches of the postal service not so s
verely restricted by congressional leg:

Several truck routes operated between producing
sections and large cities, on a strictly business basis
with big auvtomobile vehicles owned by the government
and run by salaried postal employes, proved highly
successtul

Star routes that have been put under direct gow
ernment operation and likewise conducted have also
been successful. One of that kind operated betwee
Price and Vernal, Utah, increased the » busi
ness from 199,000 to more than 700,000 pounds a month
in less than a vear. They point out to 3 on that star

route a bank building that, n rm of bund!
brick and other materials, was
miles across the desert by parcel post

But all efforts to build up parcel post
tween the patrons of the ordinarily con rural
routes and the consuming towns and cities have been
virtual farlures. The volume of that busmess today,
despite the complaints about the heavy tolls taken by
middlemen, 1s larger than it was three or
four vears ago

It means that the government established a great
facility for distribution and then said, in effect, that
any consequential use of it shall be penalized. Hence
it 18 employed only to the extent of about five per cent
of the possible and not more than 10 per cent of the
casily practicable—that is the R. F. D. mails as they
exist today probably could be used in ten times the
prevailing volume without entailing a cent of extra
expense to the government

¢S O

o1

by

= INessS

scarcely



